
Petition P5-0008-0500, filed on behalf of Florida avocado 
producers. 
 
Background: 
 
On March 8, 2005, the Federal Register published notice that a group of avocado 
producers in the state of Florida had filed a petition for trade adjustment assistance.    
 
The petition indicated that the marketing year impacted by imports was January - 
December 2004.  The 5-year base period used for the purpose of a price comparison 
began January 1998. 
 
The petition identified imports of fresh avocados under Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
(HTS) number 0804.40 as like or directly competitive with Florida avocados. 
 
Analysis: 
 
In their petition for assistance, the producers indicated that imports of avocados primarily 
from Chile and Mexico adversely impacted the market for Florida avocados.  To support 
their petition, the producers provided price data obtained from the University of Florida’s 
Tropical Research and Education Center and a report prepared by the Department of 
Agriculture and Resource Economics of the University of California at Davis for the 
Hass Avocado Promotion and Research Order.   
 
The petitioners submitted a calendar-year price series. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), however, only recognizes 
June 1 to February 28 as the marketing year for Florida avocados.  This 9-month season 
is also endorsed by the Florida avocado industry. 
 
The University of Florida price series was compiled from prices paid to growers by five 
major packinghouses in South Florida.  It did not reflect average prices for the entire 
state, the area impacted by imports according to the petition.  
 
In July 2004, NASS published its Noncitrus Fruits and Nuts 2003 Summary, which 
contained Florida price data for avocados during the most recent 2003/04 (June - 
February) marketing year.  NASS reported an average price of $808 per ton, which 
exceeded the average for the previous five marketing years by more than 20 percent.  
Therefore, a petition re-submitted for 2003/04 could not qualify for TAA.  
     
Reason for denial of petition: 
 
Under the regulations, a petition may be filed for only the most recent marketing year for 
which national average prices are available.  The Administrator determined that the 
marketing year submitted by the petitioner was invalid and that the petition could not be 
evaluated.  The petition was denied and notice was published in the Federal Register on 
April 18, 2005.   


